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arranges   the shifting   and   complicated   chaos   of
phenomena in something like an intelligible order.
A first step and a necessary basis, as I believe, for
all the more complex inquiries will have to be found
by disentangling the various orders of laws (if I may
so speak), and considering by themselves those laws
of  industrial   growth   which   are   nearest   to   the
physical  sciences in  certain  respects,   and which,
within certain limits, can be considered apart, inas-
much as they represent the working of forces which
are comparatively independent of forces of a higher
order.    What I should say for Political Economists
is that they have done a good deal in this direction ;
that they have explained, and, I suppose, with con-
siderable accuracy, what is the actual nature of the
industrial   mechanism;   that   they  have explained
fairly   its   working   in   certain   cases    where   the
economic are practically also the sole or dominant
motives ; and that they have thus laid down certain
truths which require attention even when we take
into account the play of other more complex and,
as we generally say,  higher  motives.     We   may
indeed hope and believe that society will ultimately
be  constituted  upon a  different system;  and that
for the  organisation which has spontaneously and
unconsciously developed itself, another will be sub-
stituted which will correspond more closely to some